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madans and other strangers who exercised their
religion in the countries subject to the King of
Portugal.3 It is probably to the Inquisition that a
Kabir Panthi refers when, in describing the evils
which the Panth was intended to remedy, he writes
that at one time religion was so little thought of
that a strange people came from the West and
made the observance of religious rites a criminal
offence, punishable with death.

We do not as yet know much about the work
of Christian missionaries in Northern India previ-
ous to i57o,4 but we know that the Emperor Akbar
in 1579 sent an envoy to the Viceroy of Goa, with
a request that he would send to his court some
Christian teachers, capable or holding controversy
with Muhammadan Mullahs. In response to this
request Father Rudolf Aquaviva and two others
were despatched to the royal court at Fatehpi'ir
Sikri. Rudolf returned to Goa in 1583.5 At the
request of the same Emperor a second deputation,
including Hieronymus Xavier a grand nephew of
St. Francis Xavier, was sent to Lahore in 1595.
For the instruction of non-Christiary Father Xavi-
er wrote several books ; JDastdn Masih (Life of
Christ), Dastan San Pedro (Life of St. Peter), and

(3) See The Syrian OUwch in India by G-. M. Eae
ppl87-8, 198.

(4) I am informed that Father Felix is engaged in col-
lecting material for a book that should throw interesting light
upon the work of the Roman Church in Northern India,
including Kashmir snd Thibet.

(5) For further details about Father Rudolfs Mission,
we First CUr^tmn. Mission to the Great Moghul^ by Father
Gc Idle, published by Gill and Son, Dublin.